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SUBJECT: VISIT 

OF HEAD OF STATE OF NIGER TO NIGERIA 

SUMMARY: NIGER HEAD OF STATE LIEUTENANT COLONEL KOUTCHE 
PAID HASTILY ARRANGED VISIT TO NIGERIA AND HELD TALKS ON 
GENERAL ISSUES WITH GOWON. AT PREDEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE, 
HE EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR WEST AFRICA ECONOMIC COMMUNITY AND 
SAID NIGER REFUGEES WOULD BE REPATRIATED. END SUMMARY. 

1. NIGER HEAD OF STATE KOUNTCHE PAID TWO-DAY VISIT TO 
NIGERIA NOVEMBER 4-5 WHICH FEATURED EXTENDED TALKS WITH 
GOWON. WHILE NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED, PRESS REPORTED 
THAT TALKS CONCENTRATED ON BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS AND 
ALSO SUCH TOPICS OF REGIONAL INTEREST AS WEST AFRICA ECONOMIC 
COMMUNITY (ECOWAS). 

2. AT PREDEPARTURE PRESS CONFERENCE, KOUNTCHE PLEDGED 
CONTINUED NIGERIAN FULL SUPPORT FOR PROPOSED ECOWAS. 

AND PROMISED HIS COUNTRY WOULD BE REPRESENTED AT FORTHCOMING 
MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN LIBERIA AS WELL AS 
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OF MEETING WITH 

PRESS, KOUNTCHE ANNOUNCED GOVERNMENT DECISION REPATRIATE 
DROUGHT REFUGEES LIVING IN MALI AND NIGERIA WITH LAUNCHING OF 
OPERATIONS "RETURN TO THE VILLAGES" AS RESULT GOOD 
AGRICULTURAL YIELDS AND INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE. 

3. IN OTHER REMARKS, KOUNTCHE DESCRIBED GOF-GON DEFENSE 
PACT AS "VERT ABLE ANACHRONISM" AND DESCRIBED BOTH DEMAND 
BY HIS GOVERNMENT FOR ITS REVIEW AND WITHDRAWAL OF FRENCH 
TROOPS FROM NIGER AT GON REQUEST. FINALLY, KOUNTCHE 
DESCRIBED HIS VISIT TO NIGERIA AS FOLLOWUP OF CONTACTS 
MADE WITH AFRICAN HEADS OF STATE AS WELL AS A VISIT TO 

"SEE MY BROTHER GENERAL GOWON." THANKING NIGERIA FOR ITS 
ASSISTANCE TO DROUGHT VICTIMS, HE ADDED THAT RELATIONS 
BETWEEN HIS COUNTRY AND NIGERIA WERE VERY CORDIAL AND THAT 
THERE WAS NO DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THEM. 

4. SENIOR MEA OFFICIAL TOLD AMBASSADOR THAT KOUNTCHE 
VISIT WAS HASTILY ARRANGED AT GON REQUEST AND THAT NIGER 
CHIEF OF STATE IN FACT CAME HERE DIRECTLY FROM EARLIER 
TRIP TO ALGEO A. ALTHOUGH KOUNTCHE AND GOWON HAD TALKED 
ON PHONE BEFORE, THEY HAD NEVER MET. THUS, MEETING 

MOST IMPORTANT FOR PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING PERSONAL 
CONTACT BETWEEN TWO HEADS OF STATE RATHER THAN FOR 
SUBSTANCE OF DISCUSSIONS. 

5. COMMENT: AS PRESS NOTED, VISIT FURTHERS PROCESS 

OF NORMALIZATION NIGER-NIGERIAN RELATIONS FOLLOWING 
COUP WHICH OUSTED FORMER PRESIDENT DIORI. FMG SET 
STATE FOR KOUNTCHE BY ANNOUNCING DONATION ADDITIONAL 
NAIRA 250,000 TO NIGER TO ASSIST DROUGHT VICTIMS ON EVE 
OF VISIT. 

REINHARDT 
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